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Abstract :

Formalities, Procedures and paper work in international trade and transport
are generated by the need for both governments and the maritime industry
to monitor and control the movement of goods and the transfer of services
and by the necessity of safeguarding every party's legitimate interests.

Various countries or sectors have introduced improvements in the
information flows by analyzing the processes, simplifying the requirements
harmonizing procedures and documentation, standardizing practices and
introducing agreed codes for the representation of information elements.

However, quite a number of countries still maintain requirements which
run contrary to these facilitation efforts, because of historical precedents,
commercial inertia, difficulty in adjusting the methods of their control
bodies or ignorance of solutions that have been developed elsewhere.

The processes and systems developed to link ships, carriers, port
authorities, customs, terminals, consignees and other parties in the chain
are constantly being adapted to meet the changing needs.

This is in particular associated with the speed of modern transport, the use
of containers and modern equipment but also to take advantage of the
possibilities that information and communication technology offer to
improve information processing and transmission.
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